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REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES
September 18, 2024


1. Convene Meeting
0. Call to Order at 6: 00 PM
President Rogel called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM
0. Pledge of Allegiance
0. Roll Call
0. Superintendent’s Comments
Dr. Javier Montañez –
Good evening President Rogel, members of the Providence School Board and our PPSD community.  I am glad to be here with you all tonight. It’s an important time of year for us all.
Tonight, I would like to begin with a moment of silence together for the loss of one of our PPSD family members. We can never be made fully whole from such a loss, but we can stand together in solidarity to honor the life of a 7-year-old PPSD student who was lost to a senseless act of violence.  Thank you.
To begin, I would like to address the network outage that we have been experiencing as well as our responsibilities as stewards of Providence Public School District.  We know how challenging this last week has been with the internet connectivity issues, and I want to thank everyone for your patience.  Since this issue began, our internal IT team has been working around the clock, and we’ve also brought in a professional third-party agency to assist in assessing the network and ensuring that everything is secure before full services are restored.
As PPSD has previously shared, the District shut down the network so that a forensic analysis could be conducted to determine what occurred with the network.  Until the analysis is completed, the District will refrain from making speculations.  As we have done, we will provide additional updates as more information becomes available.  I want to emphasize that, at this point, we do not have evidence that any data has been affected.  The safety and privacy of our students and staff remain our top priorities.
In the meantime, we have taken proactive measures to ensure that school operations continue as smoothly as possible.  Schools have received instructional materials that do not require internet access, and our central administration staff are providing extra support where needed.  We’ve secured hotspots for school offices to keep essential services running, and I want to assure you that our security systems remain fully operational.
Communication with families is ongoing through ParentSquare, and we are here to help anyone needing assistance with specific departments like registration, special education or multilingual services.
I understand how frustrating this situation has been, but we are committed to resolving it as quickly as possible and keep the community informed with regular updates.
PPSD Students, welcome back to school for the 2024-2025 school year. We at PPSD take very seriously our role as custodians of your dreams, aspirations, and future.  I wish you the best of luck in all of your endeavors this year.  
The first day is always and was a great day!  I am so excited that after years of planning, on the first day, we officially opened our five redesign schools, JSEC, DelSesto, Hope High School, Mount Pleasant High School and Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School which provides students with real-world skills that reflect their interests.  We opened Juanita Sanchez’ new exciting science lab and cut the ribbon to the new biotech lab with Governor Dan McKee, Commissioner Angelica Infante-Green, and Mayor Brett Smiley.  Also on the first day, we opened the doors of Pleasant View Elementary School and in the coming month, we will be breaking ground for construction at Harry Kizirian Elementary and Mary Fogarty Elementary School to offer families even more high-quality learning spaces from PreK to grade 8.
I also want to share that the new family communications platform, ParentSquare, has now been implemented across the District and we are getting favorable responses from staff and families.  Families now receive daily absence notifications from ParentSquare.
Our transportation team launched a new bus tracking app, FirstView.  Our FirstView app allows families to track students’ but at the end of the day to better coordinate their arrival at the bus stop.
Over the summer we streamlined our registration office and moved to a paperless registration process to make it easier than ever to enroll in our District. We have included a memo in your board packet that addresses some of the proactive changes we have made a registration.
Another exciting development this year is that we installed new stop arm safety cameras on all 144 school buses that serve PPSD students.  We continue to work to improve safety because there is nothing more important than ensuring the wellbeing of our students and staff.
Lastly, as you are all aware, the state intervention has been extended for three more years, as recommended by Commissioner Infante-Green and approved by the Council on Elementary and Secondary Education.  However, the door remains open for an earlier return to local control, provided certain conditions are met, including increased funding for our schools.  This is a goal all share, and I look forward to working closely with the Mayor, the City Council and all of you on the School to secure the resources we need to continue our progress.
Once again, while fall is often a time for reflection, I find myself looking ahead to a future where Providence becomes a destination for education and a District where students thrive, where schools lead, and where our community stands strong.  Thank you.
 
			

Board Members in Attendance: Erlin Rogel, Melissa Hughes, Toni Akin, George Matouk, Ty’Relle Stephens, Night Jean Muhingabo, Anjel Newman and Michael Nina

Absent Board Members: Travis Escobar

Board Member Night Jean Muhingabo arrived at 7:11 PM and Board Member Ty’Relle Stephens arrived at 7:27 PM

Due to technical difficulties, we were unable to Live Stream this meeting on YouTube 

1. Approve Agenda
1. Approval of Agenda 
At this time s Motion was made to Approve the Agenda as presented
MSV – Matouk, Nina (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

1. Consent Agenda
2. Approval of Minutes 8-21-24
A Motion was made to correct the wording on item 8.1 before approving the minutes
MSV – Hughes, Nina (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

1. Public Comment
3. Public Comment – Right to be Heard 
Public Comment provided by: Jamil R. Clark	

1.        School Board Comments
There were comments made by George Matouk, Melissa Hughes and Anjel Newmann

1.        School Board Committee Updates
1. Policy Committee – Melissa Hughes
1. Finance Committee – Toni Akin and George Matouk
1. Health & Wellness – Night Jean Muhingabo arrived at 7:11
1. CTE Committee – Travis Escobar – Not Present for this meeting
1. Schools Building Committee – George Matouk

1.        Action Items
2.        Resolution Concerning School Board Meetings on Campus Rotation
After a brief discussion amongst the members, A Motion was made to Approve 
       MSV – Nina, Newmann (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

	7.2	Resolution Concerning Prioritizing Hiring of Qualified Providence Residents for 
                           Open Positions
After a brief discussion amongst the members, A Motion was made to Table this item
		MSV – Akin, Nina (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

8.0	Policy & Planning
	8.1	Reflection and Prayer Accommodation Policy – 2nd Read & Adoption
		A Motion was made at this time to Approve this item
		MSV – Akin, Matouk (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

8.2	Use of Students Public Information Materials & Media Policy – 2ND Read & Adoption
		A Motion was made at this time to Approve this item
		MSV – Akin, Matouk (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

9.0        Report on Contracts
9.1        N2Y, LLC
A Motion was made to Approve this contract
MSV – Akin, Nina (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

10.0 Presentation
10.1 Capital Plan Update


7:35 PM -   A Motion was made to enter into Executive Session Pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws §§42-46-4, 42-46-5(a)(1), and 42-46-5(3) — Superintendent’s Evaluation and Discussion related to school security.
MSV – Stephens, Nina. (8-0) MOTON APPROVED




11.0 Executive Session
11.1 Executive Session Pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws 42-26-4 and 
      42-46- 5(a)(1) Teacher Termination & Suspension    
This item was tabled for the October 16, 2024 meeting

11.2 Executive Session Pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws 42-46-5(a)(1) 
Superintendent’s Evaluation

11.3 Executive Session Pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws 42-46-5(3) Discussion
Related to school security


		Board Member Nina left the meeting before the votes were taken 

12.0 Report on Executive Session Votes
12.1 Report on Executive Session Votes

There was one (1) vote taken during Executive Session

A Motion was made to exit the Executive Session 
MSV – Matouk, Stephens (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

(After Executive Session)

A Motion was made to Adjourn the Meeting
MSV – Stephens, Matouk (7-0) MOTION APPROVED


13.0 Adjourn
13.1 Adjourn Meeting – 9:43 PM
A Motion was made to adjourn the meeting
MSV – Stephens, Matouk (8-0) MOTION APPROVED



